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Budget leaders postpone unveiling

planned cuts in education spending

House and Senate leaders pulled the plug on a scheduled Thursday morning meeting of the Joint Appropriations Subcommittee on Education at which the panel was supposed to unveil its recommended budget cuts for the public schools, community colleges and state universities. Officials said the 8:30 a.m. meeting was canceled because other subcommittees were still working on their budget recommendations, which could affect funds available for education.

The panel’s scheduled meeting had been widely anticipated because it was to be the first time education leaders would get some firm idea how far the General Assembly might go in implementing $290 million in spending cuts they had been asked to identify. Three weeks ago budget writers asked the UNC System and the Department of Public Instruction to each identify $125 million that could cut from their ongoing programs. The Department of Community Colleges was asked to identify $40 million in cuts.

All three agencies reluctantly went along with the requests to identify cuts. However, the responses came with bleak warnings about the consequences of reductions of that magnitude.

The Department of Public Instruction released a letter by State Board of Education Chairman Phil Kirk and state Superintendent of Public Instruction Mike Ward that said the requested cuts threaten the progress made in education. "Such reductions run counter to Gov. Easley's promise that services to children would not suffer as the state went about the business of identifying sources to balance the budget," they wrote. 

UNC President Molly Broad said if she had to cut $125 million in spending, the 16 campuses “would be forced to abolish more than 1,800 positions, including over 700 faculty positions university-wide." President Martin Lancaster said the community college system would lose the equivalent of 452 full-time instructors if it had to reduce spending by $40 million. The community colleges also would have to raise $10.2 million by increasing tuition. The State Board of Education said it would have to cut about 360 classroom and central office positions. See the April 20 Legislative Bulletin for more detail.


 
Speaker Black says ‘votes aren’t there’
in House Finance to pass a lottery bill


The talk was all about broad economic issues and high moral concepts as lottery supporters and opponents rallied outside the General Assembly on Tuesday. But inside the building, House Speaker Jim Black was focusing on more practical issues at ground level. The do-or-die location for a lottery bill is the House Finance Committee, the speaker reasoned, which doesn’t look good for lottery supporters.

Black told reporters the votes aren’t there to get a lottery bill through House Finance. Opponents on the committee include an odd mix of conservatives, who view a lottery as sinful, and liberals, who fear a lottery would weaken state funding for education. However, observers said it’s possible a bill could be rammed through the committee if the Democratic leadership uses its power to assign three “floaters” to the panel who would vote for a lottery. Such a tactic would get a bill to the House floor, where other lottery battles loom.

The N.C. Association of Educators announced its support for a lottery because it said schools need the extra money that a lottery would provide. "With the continuing softness in traditional state revenue sources such as taxes and fees, NCAE recognizes that a state lottery offers an alternative source for much-needed revenues to fund new education priorities," President Joyce Elliott said. "The state's voters deserve to make a choice on the issue." 


Former UNC President Bill Friday, speaking to a crowd of lottery opponents rallying outside the General Assembly, said, "Our state has the capacity and the will to finance the education of its children without resorting to legalized gambling or gambling in any form.”

Friday was joined by the retired publisher of the Raleigh News & Observer, Frank Daniels Jr., who cited statistics in a magazine report that said states without a lottery spend a greater percentage of their budgets on education than states with lotteries. Daniels said the statistics prove a point often heard from lottery opponents – that lottery states become dependent on that revenue to support schools.

N.C. Retail Merchants Association President Fran Preston spoke against a lottery on grounds that much of the estimated $1.35 billion that people would spend on lottery tickets would come out of money usually spent on clothes and other items purchased from retailers. 


Legislative Actions


u The House on Wednesday concurred with Senate amendments to H. 15 Amend School Classifications {Warner} and the measure was enrolled. The bill allows local boards of education to organize schools into combinations of elementary, middle, junior high and high schools.

u The House on Wednesday gave second- and third-reading approval to S. 650 Community College Satellite Campus in Stokes County {Foxx} and the measure was enrolled. The bill directs Forsyth Technical Community College to study the feasibility of establishing a satellite campus in Stokes County.

u The House on Wednesday gave second- and third-reading approval to S. 538 Bill Lee Act Two-County Projects {Thomas} and the measure was enrolled. The measure specifies that an industrial park supported by two counties will be treated as if it were in the county with the lower tier classificiation.

u By a vote of 45-0, the Senate on Monday approved a House-passed bill, H. 1117 District Attorney Discretion {Baddour}, that gives prosecutors more leeway in deciding when to seek the death penalty in first-degree murder cases. The bill now goes to Gov. Mike Easley for signing. Currently, district attorneys must seek the death penalty when there is evidence of at least one aggravating factor in a murder case. The bill would allow district attorneys, when there is evidence of mitigating factors such as a defendant’s age or mental retardation, to seek life without parole.

u The Senate on Monday approved two House-passed bills dealing with community colleges, and returned the measures to the other chamber for concurrence in amendments. H. 386 Community College Audit Procedures {Yongue} requires auditors of community college programs to use a statistically valid sample size. H. 938 Community Colleges May Receive EDA Grants {Smith} allows community colleges to accept grants from the federal Economic Development Administration where the grant requires the college to give the agency a security interest in any real property or equipment purchased with the grant.

u The House on Tuesday gave second- and third-reading approval to H. 143 Wetlands Reimbursement/Local Tax Base {Tucker}, a measure which requires state and local government agencies that acquire land for wetlands mitigation to reimburse the county in which the land is located for its lost taxes due to the acquisition. The measure applies only in Tier 1 and Tier 2 counties, the most economically disadvantaged in the state. 

u The House on Tuesday gave second- and third-reading approval to S. 882 Conform N.C. Law to Commodities Exchange Act {Carpenter} and returned the bill to the Senate for concurrence in amendments.

u  The House Election Law & Campaign Finance Reform Committee on Wednesday favorably reported S.16 Municipal Election Boards {Gulley}. The measure abolishes all municipal election boards and requires that all elections will be conducted by county boards of elections.

u  The House Cultural Resources Committee on Wednesday favorably reported S. 47 Use of State Property in Blount Street Historic District {Rand}. The measure allows the state to sell several historic homes along and near Blount Street near the Governor’s Mansion, many of which houses various state agencies and nonprofits, and use the money to support renovation of the Mansion.

u The Senate Education/Higher Education Committee on Wednesday favorably reported H. 421 Flexible Budget Appropriation Process for Community Colleges {McLawhorn}, H.438 Clarify Community College Performance Measures {Yongue}, H. 1285 Delay Praxis II for New Teachers {McLawhorn}, and H. 1304 Teacher Loan Program {Gibson}.

u The House Transportation Committee on Wednesday debated and then referred to a subcommittee H. 644 Toll Road and Bridge Authority {Crawford} The bill would create an agency to build toll roads and bridges. The authority would not be allowed to convert existing highways into toll roads. DOT. The subcommittee that will review the bill will he chaired by Rep. Nelson Cole (D-Rockingham).
Legislation Introduced This Week

u H. 1429 SUPPORT EDUCATION/NEW UPPER INCOME TAX BRACKET {Luebke}. An act to support public education by raising revenue by creating a new tax bracket for upper income individuals. Referred to the Finance Committee.

u H. 1430 ADJUST TAX RATES {Luebke} An act to adjust tax rates and make other changes to the tax laws.

u H. 1432 ADDITIONAL TRANSIT AUTHORITY REGISTRATION TAX {Insko}. An act to authorize certain regional public transit authorities to levy a supplemental vehicle registration tax to fund major transit improvements.

u H. 1434 BILL LEE TIER DESIGNATION CHANGE-1 {Walend}. An act to amend the manner in which enterprise tier designations are assigned under the William S. Lee Quality Jobs and Business Expansion Act.

u H. 1435 BILL LEE TIER DESIGNATION CHANGE-2 {Walend} An act to amend the manner in which enterprise tier designations are assigned under the William S. Lee Quality Jobs and Business Expansion Act.

u H. 1436 CCRC LEASED PROPERTY {Pope} An act to extend the continuing care retirement center property tax exemption to real property leased by the center.

u H. 1437 ADJUST TIER FORMULA {Russell} An act to revise the formula for determining enterprise tiers under the Bill Lee Act in order to make the act fair and equitable for all one hundred counties.

u H. 1440 REFORM BILL LEE ACT-1 {Luebke} An act to amend the William S. Lee Quality Jobs and Business Expansion Act to focus incentives under that act in the most economically distressed areas of the state by eliminating incentives in enterprise Tier Four and Five areas; to require a study of the Bill Lee act; to require the Department of Commerce to conduct a public hearing on economic development projects at the request of local government; to tax sales of most electricity at three percent; to require the Department of Commerce to publish information about credits under the Bill Lee act and related benefits; and to encourage economic development by providing funds for clean water.

u H. 1441 BILL LEE ACT CHANGES {Luebke} An act to make additional changes to the William S. Lee Quality Jobs and Business Expansion Act.

u H. 1442 REVISE CIGARETTE MANUFACTURER CREDIT {Luebke} An act to apply the method for determining the amount of the ports tax credit to the calculation of the credit for manufacturing cigarettes, thereby ensuring that the manufacturers' credit promotes an increase in economic activity.

u H. 1443 SUPPORT EDUCATION/MODIFY TAX EXPENDITURES {Luebke} An act to modify state tax expenditures to support education and to provide for a more efficient and equitable tax system.

u H. 1445 SIMPLIFY TAXATION OF FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS {Luebke} An act to simplify the taxation of financial institutions by repealing the state privilege license tax imposed on their assets and by conforming to federal law.

u H. 1446 ELIMINATE VEHICLE PROPERTY TAX {Allred} An act to eliminate the property tax on family vehicles and to replace the revenue with a half cent sales tax distributed to local governments on a per capita basis.

u H. 1450 NO TAX ON HOMES/EQUAL SCHOOL FUNDING {Ellis} An act to transfer responsibility for funding public school construction from the counties to the state, to exempt owner-occupied residences from property taxes, and to levy an individual income surtax to replace the residential property tax.

State Government News

ESC flooded with applications to document foreign workers

The state Employment Security Commission received more than 3,700 applications during April from employers wanting to hire foreign workers, an enormous increase over the previous year, the agency said Wednesday. The April figure brought the application total for the year to date to 6,106, which is more than 15 times higher than the 396 applications the ESC received over the same period last year. 

As the federally-imposed deadline of midnight April 30 approached for filing the applications, the ESC’s Raleigh central office saw a steady stream of people bringing in applications. The last one was received just minutes before the cut-off. Other ESC officers across the state reported they were very busy receiving applications.

Applications approved by the federal government will allow those aliens to receive no-fault residency status. Employers, or potential employers, of aliens had to sign the applications, showing that a workforce need existed. The purpose of this program is to protect American workers and the wages they are paid. Because illegal aliens might work for lower wages, and thus impact both opportunities for domestic workers and earnings they could receive, this program seeks to make sure  that aliens working in the U.S. are legally employed and subject to the same wage and hour laws.


ESC ready to help you hire summer workers
The state Employment Security Commission will be helping young people fill thousands of job openings as this year’s Summer Youth Employment program kicks off in ESC offices statewide. Each year, the agency embarks on a special effort to provide job opportunities for people 16 to 21 in a variety of industries. Last summer, ESC provided service to 4,301 youth between the ages of 14 and 21. Of this number, 889 resulted in job placements. 


ESC’s Summer Youth Employment Program seeks to place youth, without regard to income, into private or public sector jobs. The agency also administers the Workforce Investment Act (WIA) Summer Youth Program, which seeks to place youth that are eligible for WIA services in private or public sector jobs.


In addition to these programs, ESC can provide employers with information on the Work Opportunity/Welfare-to-Work Tax Credit (WOTC/WtW) program, which allows a federal income tax credit for private-for-profit employers who hire youth 16 and 17 years of age who live within an Empowerment Zone or Enterprise Community.ESC also offers information for youth interested in working in agriculture-related jobs or positions with the federal government. (Students inquiring about summer employment with the federal government should contact the agencies where they are interested in working.) Students or other youth seeking work, and employers who have job openings these workers qualify for are encouraged to contact their nearest ESC office for more details about the Summer Youth Employment program. Additional information can be found on the ESC website at www.esc.state.nc.us.



Pilot program started to hear complaints about lawyers

The Wake County bar has agreed to establish a pilot program to hear complaints from people about their lawyers. The pilot program is an outgrowth of the Chief Justice’s Commission on Professionalism, which was established by the N.C. Supreme Court in 1998 to emphasize professionalism in the practice of law.

Mel Wright, executive director of the Commission on Professionalism, said Wake County agreed to develop a system in which people are offered a confidential conference to talk about problems they have with their attorneys. Wright said this type of peer pressure would help. “This peer influence helps get them to take that first step,” Wright said. “One attorney who was approached about a complaint said, ‘I can do better, I will do better.’ There was never another complaint about that lawyer.” 

Bobby White, head of the State Bar Client Assistant Program, said he gets 20,000 calls a year from people upset with their attorneys for various reasons such as not communicating with their client or not returning phone calls. “Often, it’s the same grievance against the same people over and over again,” White said. “A pattern has developed.” 

The new pilot program will provide a means to see whether someone has a valid claim for a grievance. “When there is not probable cause, this procedure will give attorneys an avenue to deal with those grievances, other than a formal grievance process,” White said. “This plan is designed to deal with lawyer-lawyer complaints, lawyer-judge complaints, and lawyer-client complaints. We hope to get retired judges to help in cases where complaints are against other judges who may be sitting on orders or not coming to court on time. This confidential conference will help the Bar Association become a little more proactive with dealing with attorney complaints,” Wright said. 

Wright said If the pilot program in Wake County is successful, the initiative will be expanded to other judicial districts. We want all of North Carolina’s attorneys to be responsible for their actions and uphold the professional requirements of their office.”  

Wright is a former chairman of the Forsyth County Bar Association. The Commission on Professionalism consists of 16 representatives of the general public, practicing lawyers, judges and law school faculty. It meets quarterly.



Berry urges employers to obtain free labor-law posters

Businesses are required by law to post notices informing employees of their rights under OSHA, wage and hour and employment security laws. But Labor Commissioner Cherie Berry reminds employers that the posters are free for the asking by calling a toll-free number.


Berry urged businesses to call 1-800-LABOR-NC to order the posters, which contain updated information. She said the posters will be mailed at no charge. Poster information can also be viewed on the Department of Labor web site at: http://www.dol.state.nc.us. 

Berry said some poster companies have sent notices out to employers, seeking to sell the information. Advertisements often ask for various sums of money — as much as $50 — for information contained in the poster. The ads often maintain that paying for the poster is better than paying the maximum fine for not having the poster displayed.

State safety and health inspectors supply employers with the posters during the course of an inspection. “They typically issue fines only if an employer refuses to display the information,” Berry said.

Other available materials that can be ordered include a labor law booklet, guides containing occupational safety and health requirements for specific industries, and a book and videotape lending library of safety training materials.

DOT board awards $15 million in highway contracts

The N.C. Board of Transportation recently awarded contracts totaling $15.2 million for highway improvements in Lenoir, Onslow, Pender, Robeson, Sampson and Wilson counties. Included were contracts to: 

u Prepare a roadbed and build bridges for a 4.3-mile section of U.S. 117 from north of the Wayne County line to south of U.S. 301 south of Wilson in Wilson County. The $11.6 million contract was awarded to PLT Construction Co. Inc. of Wilson. Work begins May 28 with completion scheduled in April 2004.

u Build an 0.8-mile extension of Marine Corps Exchange Road on the Camp LeJeune Marine Corps Base in Jacksonville in Onslow County. The $786,972 contract was awarded to Onslow Grading and Paving Inc. of Jacksonville. Work begins May 28 with completion scheduled in November.

u Replace the Neuse River Overflow bridge on Elmore Davis Road (S.R. 1153) south of LaGrange in Lenoir County. Dellinger Inc. of Monroe was awarded the $512,801 contract. Work begins May 28 with completion scheduled in December.

u Replace the Long Creek bridge on Malpass Corner Road (S.R. 1120) south of Rhyne Crossroads in Pender County. Dellinger Inc. was awarded the $711,219 contract. Work begins May 28 with completion scheduled in December.

u Replace the Six Runs Creek and Six Runs Overflow bridges on Old Warsaw Road (S.R. 1919) north of Clinton in Sampson County. Dellinger Inc. was awarded the $822,404 contract. Work begins June 15 with completion scheduled in May 2002.

u Replace the Big Raft Swamp bridge on N.C. 71 north of Red Springs in Robeson County. Dellinger Inc. was awarded the $742,199 contract. Work begins May 28 with completion scheduled in December.

The board rejected contracts to realign a section of Duluth Loop (S.R. 3317) in Greensboro in Guilford County and replace the bridge over Foundary Branch on U.S. 15 in Oxford in Granville County because bids were too high.

Meanwhile, the DOT said it has begun widening a one-mile stretch of Hillsborough Road in Carrboro between Old Fayetteville Road and Lorraine Street, and building sidewalks and bike lanes. Motorists can expect flaggers and lane closings during construction. All lanes will remain open from 7 a.m. through 8:30 a.m., Monday through Friday and on all holidays and during special events. The $3 million project was awarded to S.T. Wooten Corp. and is anticipated to be complete in late 2002.



Education News


Fifth-grade students prepare for end-of-the-year tests
Fifth grade classes across the state are wrapping up last minute preparations as they get ready to officially kick off statewide Student Accountability Standards. For many students, the new standards are already making a positive difference.


Student Accountability Standards, approved by the State Board of Education in April 1999, require that students in the third, fifth and eighth grades demonstrate grade-level proficiency in order to be promoted. The fifth grade is the first grade to be affected. Third and eighth graders are affected for the first time in 2001-02. High school students currently must pass computer skills tests and an exit exam (graduating class of 2005) in order to receive a diploma.

The standards were put in place to ensure that students have the skills necessary to succeed at the next grade level, in higher education or in the workplace. A number of school systems have gone beyond state standards by requiring that all students in grades three through eight demonstrate proficiency before being promoted.


Pitt County Schools Director of K-8 Instruction Mary Arnold said that she has seen a significant increase in communication between schools and parents as a result of the standards. "Parents are truly paying attention to what their children are learning and talking with their child’s teacher about the learning process in general. Many of our teachers discuss learning strategies that parents can use at home to support their children. Parents have truly become partners in their child’s education," Arnold said.


Arnold also sees early intervention as a positive benefit of the standards. "When our K-2 teachers do their student assessments, they check to see that each child has the skills he or she needs to be successful at the next grade level. If they don’t have a particular skill mastered, they immediately develop an intervention plan to address that weakness. The standards have really focused our attention on the early grades as never before."


Buncombe County Schools Assistant Superintendent Bobbie Short agrees parents have truly become partners in their child’s education and sees the Personalized Education Plans, which are developed to address a student’s weaknesses, as a prime example. "When a teacher develops a student’s Personalized Education Plan, parents participate in the process serving as co-authors. Parents now help the teacher develop effective strategies for their child and support those strategies at home," Short said. Short feels that the statewide standards have allowed everyone – educators, parents and students – to be more attuned to the Standard Course of Study and its goals and strategies.


Moore County Schools also has experienced increased community involvement in schools as a result of statewide standards. Recently the school system sponsored a "hand-in-hand faith breakfast" to discuss how to expand school – church partnerships to provide after-school tutoring programs for struggling students. Anita Alpenfels, director of public information and community services for Moore County Schools, said that two church-school partnerships already exist and have been very successful. "Teachers at these schools met with members of the congregation and taught them various reading strategies that they could in turn use with students. Prior to this training, the volunteers were having mixed results in their ability to help students. Now that they have received training, the progress students are making is remarkable."


For more information on the state’s Student Accountability Standards, please go to DPI’s Web site, www.ncpublicschools.org, and look under "What’s Going On." Many local school districts’ standards also are available at this location.



State Board of Education revises ABCs classifications
The State Board of Education, at its meeting on May 2 and 3, approved revisions to the ABCs classifications for the 2001-02 school year (data released in fall 2002). A new recognition category, School of Progress, will be added for schools that make expected growth or better and have between 60 percent and 79 percent of students at Achievement Level III or above. Schools of Distinction will be required to meet expected growth or better, an accomplishment that 90 percent of the current Schools of Distinction already meet. Regardless of whether a school makes its expected growth, if they have between 50 percent and 59 percent of students at Achievement Level III or better they are considered Priority Schools. Schools with less than 50 percent at or above Achievement Level III that are making expected growth or better also are Priority Schools. Low-Performing Schools, under the changes, will be those that do not make expected growth and have a performance composite of less than 50 percent. In 2004-05, the bar will be raised and Low Performing Schools will be those not meeting growth goals and having less than 60 percent of students at Achievement Level III. Also, the Board agreed to use the term Growth in place of Growth/Gain in all designations of meeting or exceeding growth and gain standards.



Governor seeks more accountability in Smart Start grants
Gov. Mike Easley on Tuesday, while reaffirming his support for Smart Start, said he wants additional accountability measures created for the early childhood program. The governor’s action came after stories appeared in the Raleigh paper indicating that most of Wake County’s Smart Start grants went to highly-rated day care centers, not those in most need of financial help. "I want to maintain as much local flexibility as possible to meet the different needs in each of the counties, but our people deserve accountability," he said. "We must take steps to ensure the accountability of Smart Start.” Easley said he had directed state Health and Human Services Secretary Carmen Hooker Buell to draft a list of proposals to ensure grants and subsidies target families and providers most in need. He also directed the N.C. Partnership for Children to develop guidelines for local grants to providers of child services. The governor said the state will get help from the Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation on ways to make the grant process simple, efficient and accountable.

Community college academic awards luncheon is Tuesday
Gov. Mike Easley joins the N.C. Community College System in honoring the 118 Academic Excellence Award recipients at a luncheon at the Hilton North Raleigh on Tuesday, May 15.  In addition to Gov. Easley, legislators, State Board of Community Colleges members, community college presidents and other supporters will gather at the annual event designed to celebrate the best and brightest among the 760,000 community college students. The governor, State Board of Community Colleges Chairman Dr. G. Herman Porter and NCCCS President H. Martin Lancaster will give remarks at the beginning of the noon luncheon. The award ceremony begins at 12:45 p.m. This annual event honors two outstanding students from each of the 58 community colleges and the North Carolina Center for Applied Textile Technology. Three students are selected to represent the group by sharing a personal community college story. The presenters are: Betty Jo Beals, an Information Systems and Computer Programming major at South Piedmont Community College in Polkton; John Henderson, an Information Systems major at Western Piedmont Community College in Morganton; and Steve Davis Wallace, an Early Childhood Associate Degree major at Pitt Community College in Greenville.  Each has a 4.0 grade point average.

Names in the News

Easley names three to State Board of Education
Michelle Howard-Vital of Wilmington, Patricia Nickens Willoughby of Raleigh, and Wayne McDevitt of Asheville were appointed Tuesday by Gov. Mike Easley to eight-year terms on the State Board of Education. Howard-Vital is vice chancellor for the Division of Public Service and Extended Education at UNC-Wilmington. Willoughby is an assistant education professor at Meredith College. McDevitt is vice chancellor for administration and financial affairs at UNC-Asheville and a former chief of staff to former Gov. Jim Hunt. "As North Carolina schools work hard to reduce class size, recruit and train new teachers, implement character education, and prepare students for the new economy, this board will be faced with many challenges," Easley said in a statement. "These three diverse individuals will contribute greatly as the board faces these challenges and works to improve our public school system." The appointments, which must be confirmed by the General Assembly, are effective immediately. Howard-Vital replaces Margaret Harvey of Kinston as the District 2 representative; McDevitt replaces Robert Douglas of Asheville as the District 8 member; and Willoughby replaces Eddie Davis of Durham in an at-large seat.

u Erskine Bowles, the Charlotte investment banker and former White House chief of staff,  said he won't seek the Democratic U.S. Senate nomination next year. Bowles’ announcement came a few days after Senate President Pro Tem Marc Basnight said he wouldn’t seek the Senate seat and instead would support Bowles if he ran. Also, former Gov. Jim Hunt again said he has no interest in running. Democrats considering the race include Cong. Bob Etheridge (D-2nd) and Mel Watt (D-12th), Secretary of State Elaine Marshall, state Rep. Dan Blue (D-Wake), and state Sen. Eric Reeves (D-Wake). Helms has not said whether he will seek a sixth term but he appears to be leaning toward running. If he doesn't, several Republicans have expressed interest, including Cong. Richard Burr (R-5th) and Robin Hayes (8th), and former Charlotte Mayor Richard Vinroot.


u Tracy A. Little was named deputy secretary of the Department of Corrections by Secretary Theodis Beck. Little joined the Department in 1994 as public information officer for the N.C. Parole Commission. Four years later she became director of the Department's Office of Citizen Services. In January 2000, she was named public information director for the department.

u Pheon Beale was named the new state social service director in the Department of Health and Human Resources. She formerly was chief of the economic independence section of  HHS.

u Mike Blanton was appointed director of public affairs for the N.C. Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services. Blanton returns to the department after three years as public affairs manager for the Raleigh-Durham Airport Authority. Blanton also has served as executive director of the N.C. Wildlife Federation, public information specialist for the city of Charlotte, and as a reporter for the Monroe Enquirer Journal.

u NCCBI President Phil Kirk and Sen. Tony Rand (D-Cumberland) were honored Wednesday by the North Carolina chapter of the American Institute of Architects for their leadership of last year’s successful campaign for passage of $3.1 billion in higher education bonds. Kirk and Rand were presented framed certificates by the architects during the group’s annual Legislative Day at the Capitol.

The NCCBI master calendar of meetings and events
	MAY

	14
	Monday
	2 p.m. - 4 p.m.
	Joint Economic Development Committee and Transportation Committee meeting, Capital City Club, downtown Raleigh

	16
	Wednesday
	2 p.m. - 4 p.m.
	Health Care Committee, NCCBI boardroom, Raleigh

	17
	Thursday
	1 p.m. - 5 p.m.
	Media Relations Training Seminar
Greater Raleigh Chamber of Commerce

	18
	Friday
	10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
	Environmental Concerns Committee
Capital City Club, Raleigh

	21
	Monday
	6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
	Membership Reception at Spears BBQ in Linville Falls for Avery and Mitchell Counties

	22
	Tuesday
	7:30 a.m. - 9 a.m.
	McDowell County Membership Breakfast at Countryside Barbecue in Marion

	JUNE

	1
	Friday
	9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
	Small Business Advisory Board
Jungle Rapids, Wilmington

	7
	Thursday
	12:30 - 2:00 p.m.
	NCCBI Executive Committee quarterly meeting
NCCBI board room, Raleigh

	7
	Thursday
	11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
	Council of Local Chambers, Raleigh Chamber of Commerce

	7
	Thursday
	6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
	Asheville Membership Reception, Inn on Biltmore, Asheville

	13
	Wednesday
	6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
	Membership Reception - High Point Area, Location TBA

	14
	Thursday
	6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
	Membership Reception - Greensboro Area, Location TBA

	22
	Friday
	10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
	Environmental Concerns Committee
Capital City Club, Raleigh

	27
	Wednesday
	10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
	Young Executives Forum Meeting, N.C. Biotechnology Center, RTP

	JULY

	18
	Wednesday
	5:30 p.m. - 7 p.m.
	NORTH CAROLINA Magazine Community Profile Reception - GTP Region, Training & Education Center, Kinston

	27
	Friday
	10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
	Environmental Concerns Committee
Capital City Club, Raleigh

	AUGUST

	24
	Friday
	10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
	Environmental Concerns Committee
Capital City Club, Raleigh

	SEPTEMBER

	5
	Wednesday
	9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
	Small Business Advisory Board
Angus Barn, Raleigh

	5
	Wednesday
	10:00 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
	NCCBI Executive Committee quarterly meeting
Angus Barn, Raleigh

	5
	Wednesday
	12:00 noon
	Triangle Area Meeting, Angus Barn, Raleigh                                         

	6
	Thursday
	11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
	Council of Local Chambers
Carteret County Chamber of Commerce

	10
	Monday
	2 p.m. - 4 p.m.
	Tax & Fiscal Policy Committee
NCCBI board room, Raleigh

	12
	Wednesday
	2 p.m. - 4 p.m.
	Education Committee, NCCBI

	25
	Tuesday
	 
	Human Resource Executives Forum
Location & Time TBA

	28
	Friday
	10 a.m. - 1 p.m.
	Environmental Concerns Committee
Capital City Club, Raleigh


Attention NCCBI members:
Do you make your company look bad on TV?
Ever notice that some companies seem to get good press most of the time? Have you admired how some CEOs look so polished on TV and know how to answer tough questions without looking nervous? Would you like to know a few inside tips that the pros use to improve their media relations? Then a half-day seminar NCCBI is offering next month is for you.

Two expert speakers we've lined up will give you hands-on training in corporate publicity, public relations, advertising and crisis management. The session will be held from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. on Thursday, May 17, at the Raleigh Chamber of Commerce building in downtown Raleigh. Convenient parking is available. 

The instructors are Bill F. Hensley of Charlotte and Leo Derrick of Asheboro. The seminar is open to NCCBI members and guests. The cost is $265 for members and $280 for non-members.

“There’s a tremendous need for a session like this,” said NCCBI President Phil Kirk. “Getting good publicity, carrying our an effective public relations program, knowing where to advertise and how much to spend, and handling adverse publicity is always a challenge. This program will touch those bases in-depth.” 

Hensley is a veteran publicity and public relations executive who has conducted the popular media relations seminars for NCCBI for the past six years. Derrick is a retired television advertising sales director who has also had experience in the print media. 

“Times have changed drastically in the past few years,” Hensley said, “and communications rules have changed, too. Those issues will be addressed along with new methods and techniques to reach the public. Workable solutions in the four topics will be covered thoroughly.”

For more information on the seminar, or to register, call Jennifer Nolan of the NCCBI staff at 919-836-1405 and she will take care of the details. Thanks!




What legislative handbook do the NCCBI lobbyists use?
The North Carolina Capital Guide is an indispensable directory of the General Assembly, Cabinet and Council of State that is the standard reference work used by NCCBI’s professional lobbyists. The directory also contains complete information on the N.C. congressional delegation and trade associations. We’re offering copies for just $15 to NCCBI members. Order yours today by filling out the form below and faxing it to us at 919-836-1425.
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